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An Interview Stewart Brand.

1 Stewun Beard padsished the While Earth Catelop, s
hancihaok (some sty bible) of coneonmeneal sools srd gt
Enes nevclen] for sn mdependent (fesyie, In 1970, in dhe tick
of the oouniercubune, MomEs was there o embeace the exce
e, “Slaan Beand b responsible,” il john Snitbewtnd;, the
Forancher and ocgienl odior, when asked where be g the ides
for the magazrine. “1was nipircd by the Whole Exth Caralog *
Therty yesars and onmerous projets Bites, Boisud cosilinies &0

spdne. Micr winering the National Book Award in 1972 for The Lot Whele Eab Catdes. |

Hrand dove beadiong into the possibilities of computer sechnology, ghobal oormstmin-
1y ] rpeneshie bukling, I 1984 he femanchind Thae 'Weell, oewe of the fist onfine oon
ity chat rocens o stk o claim on the Insemet. He has been a visiting scientist o
the: Massichisets bnatiute of Tocheokagy and has written mumnerous books, inchalmg
Mo Buddiugs Laerm, an awand winning book on the posshiltes of cockogicaly sound
deign. 1n 1086 the muliciilemod Beand o founded the Globml Pusines Mok

Bt s latest project—The Lokg Now Foundation—may be the most ambitious
o Lws s With co-foumder Danny Hilllis and an interstisnal group of amiss,
scicista and environmentalisas, Brand has buidt the Millennium Clock, o working
timcpiere hased on 1hth-century technology that will rooond seconds, minuges and
hours for the next 10000 year. Past of the project inchades the beginnings of 2
L0 000-year libeary, which will evennmlly be hured nalde 3 mosntabn bn Mevadas
oy with the chock. The goal, =y Brand, b 1o bikp crviliztion boeak free from
the imemediacy and nush of information, and help to brosden humanin's pesspee-
tive Tulk alnis foresend tienkimg!
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SAM MARTIN AND MATT
SCANLCH FOR Manias: Thin s o
Fomacoming of sors. Mones
has menfioned you many
Lirraces cror thee e
STEWRAT BRAND: Wil you'ne
ime ol thee very few maga
anes that’s actually awan: of
i CTY zsd

Msmagn: Qo fnny thought
roading abowi The Wall. i
what Foint are you and Al
Gofe going to have & Greco-Aoman
winsiling mates 1o s v really invent-
od tha intemat?

BB Wil T coraaindy alidnt, ancl he did o
e dical o than we diel The B s
it Al Geme—ilwr et Hill—ireated 1y
intimtive within sdich e pmeen buermet
wus eversecd And o, i Yo kol o i
ot e 0% ool smie

B The Wall waa mn incrodibly Tor-
ward thinking communication devics,
B I sevmed very Lo I ahe oy an dhee
e, This weis i B or W9 and bule
Ewwtrrd syt had been urnate] for tiy
oz Al e pos, sl sl aeher eviine
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bits&pieces

werenieronee sysierns haed been sround for
yewrs. Lewskting back now, i seomi ploneer
i, b ar the time B v e kimel of gk
ing the ooy deat sverybody knew st
arxl deing oo other thing with them

Mumsin: Fram tha Whols Earth Catalog io
The 'Waell, from How Bulldings Laam io The
Long Mow Falundalicn, i M § oommon
Emad Shat nana thicugh your projecis?

B W, | puesa they're all abvour oriliea-
o and the Whode Earth C.l:.'l.l'n'.lg was, |
A xEE, abrmd AT TR iradrvecduals,
Hew Buwildings Learn was reslly about
the necesslny fox r]-..l.'n}r i Dmldings urud
e prace of clusyse in uildings. That pan
of mmy woek deals with the infrastnicnee of
enalisnion, Rasscally, the Long Mow Foun

claticn &5 the diocic. s aboot engaging the
time-iraming of civilizxions, and oonaid-
ering the currend global chillimtdon—the
ofgolag ey Fom when we fimt clus-
terinl e willages. anel staned Eanming—

we're tallcing aboir 100000 peam The ks
of the Lomg Meerw indhdes dhe ks 10,000
ez o (e e 10000 yeurs,

Wonei What & tha masch for Thl enthadn.
oY Are you Concemst hal chdiization B
rerding loo fas?

58 No. | think that speed i by and lge

grni_ s -.pe-:*cl is ok ghe ondy o thing. |

Thee puirschon; that nasloes something Bee the |

ok foe de Long Sem—ilse 10, 000 yrr
diock—woath doing 15 tha we'vr gt By
creasing sclersilie znd, 1o some exen, ol
fiaal Frasmieyg that beis is thenk ingslligenely

about very long peniods of time, both |
backnsard ane forwand Foraand i the |

sonee that we ane goeiting an idea of how
the dynamics of elimates wors snd how
ghe oomars worke. These ane very Tong e
fiod dhynamics tha

G S
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wine @ e thck ol AT ihe same 1ime,
e ok vey mobwid s posseiful -
feaion, laving miluences te affecx dis
scabe of preser and the smbe ot

Part of e rolnstress of the aviliza
tiom ks that & kot of things are mering vofy
fpikchkly—technology i moving rapidly,
e plobud soonomny B moving agedly—
and o some extend thol shusrions our -
ferithon spran Bcause we're lo0icing ot the
pext fimenclal quaster or the next elertion

Momesr Do you conskier compuinm, apooll-
lealty, to b part of the reascon for the
apaading up of the aharies abention apaen?
30 Well, s the moa cheir amd present
domai of gres soockeniton, Bt &5 not
the only acoclemring domain. Biowech-
nology dleardy s taking off 0 thay way,
=l ' alsn sell-anretenting

B So whal's you take on gensbieally
modifiod foodsT Are they something we
should be concemed about?

58 Cret sl i theam (laughn)

Momer Mraft hos s recalled a cestain
lima of taco shells because the company
was unsure of ihe origin ol the genstically
madifed corn. |t brought up the whols
abenling rcizee RO

B Wi you've g0 is o siusiion where d
bot ol these corporations ane nima being
vl o I e uiloeting |!'lr."l'l|"1l.‘
whao are wormed abeas keedcing had—amd
prokmbly moretings poogde e fol the wis-
et e i thise corpostons (aighal 50
there's going o be undeubiedy bizene e
aview i all deections s o resok ol 't 1
thibrdc, m‘h‘l‘.l]‘!. that the prnetsalh meed-
fam] B, enirmaky, people snd e
exyifiing else—awill be i some vy Eoe
CUNTHECTS Thirrr's going = b e i
that v lose and ywoo regeet. Then
there's seames sl yony an amd
irrmnmedisely whoe for grned,

Werser Our readers are poiuaky
Tevicn & [Bmly 10 0w Comguenns
a8 i erage Armenicin house,

country, back-lo-basics Hesiyle,
o3 Gan halp o quike a bil

BB | did an inberviews o yoes o
wiilh Frocman Dyson, a plysacia

www, mrtherearihnews com  DagembesJarary S

s funry Sl whils pmbracing o |

The Mitervim Clock wil recard

BEcnMds, minubss anvl hours ior e
Friind 10,0000 yivara.

and writer from Princaon. He talked
absouit tlwe lechnologes. that he thinks o will
basicalhy hedp sverpbodp—and they hisdp
everytaxdy, i part, by being doable in a
rurall mode. [The iopeme] hasically om-
powrrs rural sifatons and el people

it Winnre i you el ihe nama The
Long Naw

£0: That onees I Bran o, wisss
e 1 ghet b mesmher

g Thin musscian T
S0: v I oy an wihan sory. Hoan
Ena, the munskcian from Eagland, wa in
Mew Yok for 3 few years afier he becane
a popr star s found st the artists [ was
banging ool wig lad o very e view of
where “heee™ was—i was hashcally thesr
apustmierd. They dilnt cane whag was go-
i o e stroet Thicy [ad 2 very mar-
rom ke of il “reea” Waas—ak Focki was
hasenlBy next woek and Lt weck They
wpre st pmming abesd on ther on e
sl careess with oo pamculaly deep
sy of eithey priblic meponshilEy OF 2Ven
g2 Rl senar of themsaelves |h.'g.|l|1|:| thae
mrmnexliate: Biihion
Amrwry. he deriderl there amd 1hien
that he wanied W e @ pluce el Hod
# big leere and o long oewe, nd he wroie
{eroviosed o page 94)
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Interview

furrmbiriaed from pege [5)

that in his noichooks. Later, when we wine
disrumsing what io @il the 10,000year clock
thod Damny Hills was desipning, he sadd,
“Heror shout the Clodk of the Long o™

Mg And now you're working on Some-
thing calied the Roseta Disc?

BB Well, there'ne several projecis going
forward, and there's son of a big double
eltrection thet (he Lty ar bom laken o
Cime i building & 10000 vesr chock insicke a
monnEin A eastem Nevada—[ el just
theewe o comapbe of days ago—arel the oeher 15
buikdieg & 10,000 vear Fwary, o the begin:
ntrge of & 10,0850 ear libmry, which skl
not be exchmivedy Long New's bt some-
thiryg that all of the Hwanes of the sorid
coidled engape in We had 3 conferenoe m
sunford in June called the 10,000 Year
Libwary, and we bud people from the Yo,
from the German Matonal Lbcary, from
Engbenct—{rom all over, hasicalhy—sepping
i i the: questions of, "N there wene a 10,000
year fibeary, would we be ghd' And what
wiorubdl we wumi i 1o he doing™

Manar: What doos the library includa™
58: 50 far there are biis amd pleces ol wh
neels i be acklressed, but 2 major ope is
the fact that evenvhing digial baskcally gets
b every len years, One solution o that is
exemplificd in this thing we call the Bosetia
Disc, which is 8 mecoetched neckel dise
shout theee Inches gomess om which you cen
et 100,060 e of v, reaclalvbe opteally.
IUs mecst elipital 1 not bfis and Iyses, s les-
ters, And you can read howith o miono-
sCOpe—andd ot an eledron miaoecope. It
winakl be easily peid with a gl Htheen.
RSy MELCTCRCOp:

The wleai i 80 slwmscase this techinolo.
& by geoerating a disc that e on 2 1000
lenguages. Ared the way that tey'ne por
trayed there |5 dat there's ane body-of
nest—i Bappens 1o be the fre thaes chap-
e of Genesss, the mos mansded pext i
mm—ﬁﬂﬂlmwwm
absey inchubing other things that linguists
like b0 hawee, Like o fist of the: 100 mosg-yse]
wosrds arxd other ndicaions that we wished
wie'tl had on the Hometin Stone—another
great example of the sume text i multiple
linigriages fand after wihich the Rosetta Disc
ilmmd].ﬁﬂdmhilmtdmjmym
that you con tell where in the world these
larguages accurmed. s a viery ameclive
looking thing. Eight languages are visible

rf S0

io the naked eye—you can mesd them—
ancl then they splel and ger smaller and
sinialler s that the chise dself eells v “Ga
pel 3 magnifying glass. Okay, now you've
et o magnifying glass (aughs), go get 2
microscope * Then you can read every-
thing thar's on there,

o O of tha Bl shings we're eress-
el i st il MIOTHER i Inding A mone simple
Me. It sounds as though this millannium
clock—Iha slowing down, Eha taking a
longer porspeciive and taking notice ol
things—is a way for you to foll people that
fiving n aimgke fifs is another option.
S Al the cleck doss B give pemmession 1o
people o thank long term. What people do
with that b up 1o them. Maybe theyll be
mare responsible, mavbe theyll s get
kcey, 1 don't kreve (ighs). In any case, &
Eives the slow pempective legitimacy along
with all of the fas pempecve sulf
One of the rexwons we selected the
mmorrExin—ours Washengon—ae hove In
casiemn Nevads s thal i has on pop of @
brelecomb pines, some of which are 5000
veuss ol There are ininks o e measitadn
where the dendeochrennlogy of the ree
rirges poes besck 10,000 yeaes. & very oon-
termptathve thing o do 5 o heng oo with s
hrisle comb pine foe hall an hear or an
bumiz, Al off the uezing of the present
diops away and you aie abe 10 erygage the
chorgy puis amdd the deep feture with a lond of
a unmedated comiort. Phus, you're lookeng
it et 100 mdles of prety empty-looking
Mevada, all of which adds up 10 2 seme of
the loag term In that sense e ol frame
i absohacly adal e dodi & celebrating

Memin: Do you thirk thars wil ba a cheizn-
than in 10,000 yomrs to discovar (ho clodk
and the lbrary?

58 They T protubly il it somethang else by
then, bt ooy people leel & comion and
cxpianesy arewend this proect becase |
of sava, “Yeah, there will be continaity oy
thossands of yesm:. And we're in the mididie
of the story of what nemaniy soup in®

Mzrsior The project cerininky has soma mag-
nifuda.

B8 We= Al thess's cownlont anel exchement
i thas And you knoey, yous can thenk abom
taking e the exploraton and maybe oolo-
raiaton of Mans in that e frame, And £
doesn't wonk oul, 50 il Wehve pol plen-
ty el b i o do. Whether therey e
Hizaron m 10,000 pears iv rlenesting, bl
piedl ensctal (laughsl IF there [Snt, then
e’ sonmeething else.



